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thereby human sacrifice was banned for ever from
the race that should spring from him. But God
accepted the faith, the love and the devotion, of which
the proposed sacrifice was the outward sign.

The whole narrative, as also the whole of the Old
Testament, becomes much more easily understood
if that elementary Hebrew idiom which excludes
oratio obliqua and allows only oratio recta is kept in
mind.1 u And the Lord said," followed by the exact
words, is the Hebrew literary form, and not some-
thing equivalent to : " And it was borne in upon
the mind of so-and-so that God wished him to do
such-and-such a thing," as we should rather express
it. As a general rule, the words " And the Lord
said " have been so habitually interpreted from the
English and not the Hebrew usage that it is common
to hear children say, especially directly after receiving
lessons from the Old Testament, that God never speaks
to us now; as though the Incarnation had never taken
place, and the promise of the Comforter were still
unfulfilled. Rather should we encourage our young
charges to know that God will speak to us far more
in every way than He did to Abraham, if only we
will listen by accepting and using the privileges He
has given to us through our Saviour.

Such an explanation of the Sacrifice of Isaac as
here given is not only true to God's later revelation
of Himself and to history, but it makes Abraham's
obedience far less of the nature of a mechanical

1 For an adequate understanding of the Old Testament it is
necessary to know something of its literature, codes of laws,
theology, etc. These are admirably dealt with in a simple,
readable manner for the average reader, in An Introduction to
Old Testament Study, by the Rev. E. B. Redlich.